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REPLY COMMENTS OF THE ASSOCIATED GROUP, INC.

The Associated Group, Inc. (ItAssociated"), by its attorneys,

hereby submits these reply comments in response to the Federal Communications

Commission's (the "Commission") Notice of Proposed RulemaJdngl in the above-

Amendment of the Commission's Regulatory Policies to Allow Non-U.S.
(continued... )
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captioned proceeding. Associated disagrees with the proposal of Teledesic

Corporation ("Teledesic") to create a new service category called the Interactive

Broadband Satellite Service ("IBSS").

Associated, through its subsidiaries and affiliates, holds Fixed

Service ("FS") microwave licenses in the 17.7-19.7 GHz band. Consequently,

Associated has an interest in any Commission policies that might change the

licensing procedures and/or frequency coordination requirements for satellite

earth stations operating in this band.

In its comments, Teledesic proposes that the Commission provide

an alternative licensing method for its proposed satellite system because its

planned service will apparently resemble aspects of both ftxed ~ate1lite service

("FSS") and mobile satellite service ("MSS").2 In effect, Teledesic is asking the

FCC to create a new set of rules based on the type of service it intends to

provide. This is Wholly unnecessary. Teledesic's system will utilize FSS earth

stations, and therefore regardless of the type of service provided, it must comply

1( •••continued)
Licensed Space Stations to Provide Domestic and International Satellite
Service in the United States, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, IB Dkt. No.
96-111 and CC Dkt. No. 93-23, FCC 96-210 (Released May 14, 1996)
("NPRM").

2 Teledesic Comments at 4-7.
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with the traditional frequency coordination requirements that apply to such FSS

earth stations.

Teledesic's proposal to establish a new satellite service category

would needlessly blur the licensing and frequency coordination requirements of

earth stations, and thus would disrupt the traditional frequency coordination

procedures for minimizing interference in co-primary bands. Recently, the Com-

mission reaffirmed that FSS earth stations operating in bands that are also

allocated to FS microwave users (e.g., Teledesic's proposed earth stations) are

required to comply with traditional frequency coordination requirements with

respect to FS stations.3 In contrast, MSS earth stations operate primarily in bands

that are not shared with FS stations, and consequently frequency coordination is

not necessary. Thus, Teledesic's proposal is nothing but a transparent effort to

avoid traditional frequency coordination requirements by creating a new service

category for a satellite system that does not operate in a materially different

manner from traditional satellite systems. Accordingly, the Commission should

reiterate that to the extent Teledesic, or any other satellite system, operates in

3 See Rulemaking to Amend Parts 1, 2, 21, and 25 of the Commission's
Rules to Redesignate the 27.5-29.5 OHz Frequency Band, to Reallocate
the 29.5-30.0 OHz Frequency Band, to Establish Rules and Policies for
Local Multipoint Distribution Service and for Fixed Satellite services,
First Report and Order and Fourth Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, CC
Dkt. No. 92-297, FCC 96-311, at 181 (Released July 22, 1996).

3



areas where there are existing FS users, it must comply with traditional frequency

coordination rules.

As Teledesic acknowledges, blanket licensing is not appropriate in

those bands where traditional frequency coordination is mandated due to potential

interference considerations.4 For that reason, blanket licensing exists today only

in the Ku-band, in those band segments allocated exclusively for FSS as the

primary service. In contrast, blanket licensing is clearly inappropriate in the Ka-

band.

Finally, Associated disagrees with the proposal to establish a

regime of blanket licensing of receive-only FSS earth stations, to the extent that it

would apply in bands that are also allocated to FS.5 As the Commission noted, in

such bands "receive-only earth station operators who wish to be protected from

terrestrial interference must coordinate each earth station location in accordance

with current domestic practice in the particular frequency band. "6 Accordingly,

blanket licensing in these bands is inappropriate because it might be interpreted to

confer protection against interference from later-constructed FS stations. This

also applies to the receiver of transmit-receive earth stations in bands where the

4

5

6

Teledesic Comments at 2 n.4.

See NPRM at 1 80.

ld. at 1 75.
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satellite transmit frequencies are used solely by the satellite service, but the

receive frequencies are shared with FS stations, as is the case in the Ka-band.

Respectfully submitted,

THE ASSOCIATED GROUP, INC.

'Jli~/lB
An 01 ette Cook Bush
Jay L. Birnbaum
Jeffry A. Brueggeman

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom
1440 New York Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dated: August 16, 1996

5



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Kelly N. McCollian, hereby certify that on this 16th day of August, 1996,
true and correct copies of the foregoing Reply Comments of The Associated Group, Inc. were
served by first-class mail on the following parties:

Cheryl A. Tritt
Morrison & Foerster
2000 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 5500
Washington, D.C. 20006-1888
Attorney for ICO Global

Communications

Barry Lambergman
Motorola Inc.
1350 Eye Street, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20005

Carol R. Schultz
MCI Telecommunications

Corporation
1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006-3606

William B. Baker
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
Attorney for Corosat Corp.

James T. Roche
Keystone Communications

Corporation
400 North Capitol Street, N.W.
Suite 880
Washington, D.C. 20001

Eric T. Werner
Verner Liipfert Bernhard

McPherson & Hand, Chartered
901 15th Street, N.W.
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20005-2301
Attorney for Orion Network Systems

Karis A. Hastings
Hogan & Hartson, LLP
555 13th Street, N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20004-1109
Attorney for GE American

Communication

Raul R. Rodriguez
Leventhal Senter & Lerman
2000 K Streeet. N.W.
Suite 600
Washington. D.C. 20006-1809
Attorney for Columbia Communications



Randolph J. May
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan
1275 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004-2404
Attorney for Capital Cities/ABC,

Inc.

Stephen L. Goodman
Halprin Temple Goodman & Sugrue
1100 New York Avenue, N.W.
Suite 650 East
Washington, D.C. 20005
Attorney for Airtouch

Communications

Christine G. Crafton
General Instrument Corporation
1133 21st Street, N.W.
Suite 405
Washington, D.C. 20036

Henry M. Rivera
Ginsburg Feldman & Bress
1250 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036-2603
Attorney for Intelsat

Mark C. Rosenblum
AT&T
295 N. Maple Avenue
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

2

Daniel S. Goldberg
Goldberg Godles Wiener & Wright
1229 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
Attorney for Panamsat

Tally Frenkel
WorldCom, Inc.
15245 Shady Grove Road
Suite 460
Rockville, MD 20850-3222

Teresa D. Baer
Latham & Watkins
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 1300
Washington, D.C. 20004-2505
Attorney for Direct TV Inc. et al.

William D. Wallace
Crowell & Moring
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004-2595
Attorney for LlQ Licensee Inc. et al.

Michael J. Lehmkuhl
Pepper & Corazzini, LLP
1776 K Street, N.W.
Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20006
Attorney for Alphastar Television

Network



Norman P. Leventhal
Leventhal Senter & Lerman
2000 K street, N.W.
Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20006-1809
Attorney for TRW Inc.

Kathleen A. Kirby
Reed Smith Shaw & McClay
1301 K Street, N.W., East Tower
Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20005-3317
Attorney for Home Box Office

John C. Quale
Wiley Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C 20006
Attorney for Western

Tele-Communications

Mark A. Grannis
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
Attorney for Teledesic Corporation

Joel W. Winnick
Hogan & Hartson, L.L.P.
555 13th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004-1109
Attorney for BT North America Inc.

3

Terri B. Natoli
Fleischman and Walsh, L. L.P.
1400 16th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
Attorney for Newcomb

Communications, Inc.

Bruce D. Jacobs
Fisher Wayland Cooper

Leader & Zaragoza, L.L.P.
2001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20006-1851
Attorney for AMSC Subsidiary

Corporation

Junichiro Miyazaki
Embassy of Japan
2520 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008

Kazunori Inagaki
Kokusai Denshin Denwa Co., Ltd.
3400 International Drive, N.W.
Suite 3K-Q2 (Intelstat Bldg.)
Washington, D.C. 20008-3098

Yasuhara Iwashima
Japan Satellite Systems
5th Floor Tanomon 17
Mori Building
1-26-5 Tranomon Minato-Ku
105 Tokyo, Japan



Gerald Musarra
Senior Director, Commercial

Programs
Space & Strategic Missiles Sector
Lockheed Martin Corporation
1725 Jefferson Davis Highway
Arlington, VA 22202-4127

Jack E. Robinson
President
National Telecom Satellite

Communications, Inc.
Clearwater House
2187 Atlantic Street
Stamford, CT 06902

Robert E. Conn
Shaw, Pittman. Potts & Trowbridge
2300 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037
Attorney for Transworld

Communications, Charter
Communications

4

Alan Y. Naftalin
Koteen & Naftalin
1150 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
Attorney for 1MI Communications

and Co.

Maury D. Shenk
Steptoe & Johnson
1330 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC. 20036-1795
Attorney for Motorola Satellite

Communications

~aI.~;; lly N. MCOiii8Ii


